
Missed limitation periods
One of the most common grounds for claims against the professional liability insurance of lawyers is the missed limitation period. Having a proper reminder system in place is one way to avoid this kind of claim.  Sometimes, however, the date that pops up in the reminder system is the wrong one. Sometimes, clients are not as precise as they might be and reliance on the client’s memory as to significant dates may lead to a missed limitation. In some circumstances, this may not lead to a finding of professional negligence; however, it still may result in a claim against the lawyer, which, even if unsuccessful, takes its toll in time, expense and worry. Furthermore, it may be that it was unreasonable for the lawyer to rely completely on the information provided by the client, as the uncertainty was plain and the correct information was readily available from another source. It is a good practice to check your facts as soon as possible; particularly where you have reason to suspect that the client is relying solely on memory.
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