
Closure of Land Registration Offices 

The 2015 provincial budget announced a staged shift from 18 county-based land 
registry offices to five regional offices.  The first wave of closures will begin by June 
2015.   All closures will be completed by the end of 2016, except for the Pictou land 
registry office which is scheduled to close on or before January 31, 2019.   
 

The following land registry offices are planned for closure on or before these dates:  
 

Arichat, Windsor, Liverpool, Shelburne June 30, 2015 
Truro November 30, 2015 
Digby February 28, 2016 
Baddeck, Port Hood, Guysborough May 31, 2016 

Kentville August 31, 2016 
Antigonish, Yarmouth November 30, 2016 
Pictou January 31, 2019 

  
There has been a significant shift in how Nova Scotians conduct their land registry 
transactions over the past several years.  Only about 5% of land registry transactions 
were being completed in-person at land registry offices and title searches are conducted 
online; these closures are a response to this new reality and were planned as part of an 
ongoing review of programs and services across government to identify ways to help 
the Government meet its financial targets.   
 

It is intended that the remaining locations or “Centres of Excellence” will offer an even 

higher level of service and expertise than that currently demonstrated in existing land 

registration offices.  By concentrating team members in five locations, there will be a 

higher level of mentorship and training available for staff as well as the ability to develop 

specialized expertise in certain offices. Each centre would be better trained and 

supported than is possible now with several offices having only one or two staff 

 

The five regional locations will be located as indicated below and will be responsible for 

the registration districts listed:  

 

Dartmouth Halifax 
Bridgewater Lunenburg, Queens, Shelburne, Yarmouth 

Lawrencetown Annapolis, Digby, Kings, Hants 
Amherst Cumberland, Colchester, Pictou, Antigonish 
Sydney Cape Breton, Inverness, Victoria, Richmond, Guysborough 

 

There should be no significant impact to land registry clients. Most land registry services 

can now be completed online - about 70% of land registry filings are conducted online 

and this number is expected to continue to increase. About 25% are transactions 

completed by mail or courier. Only about 5% of land registry transactions are completed 



in-person. There will be drop-off or other processes to facilitate the filing of urgent 

paper-filed documents from locations where there is no nearby office.  

 

As always, lawyers should contact an open Land Registration Office with routine 
questions on matters such as rejections or the status of a document or application that 
has exceeded the agreed upon turnaround time, if staff are not able to answer a 
question it will be escalated as necessary. Lawyers with legal questions concerning 
policy or the interpretation or application of the Act or Regulations or requesting 
directions, permissions or exemptions should not seek or receive legal advice from land 
registry office staff but should contact the Registrar General’s Office via email 
(RGLandTitles@novascotia.ca).  

 


