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Curtains and mirrors but no 
magic wands 

• 13 years experience under Land 
Registration 

• Principles of land registration system: 
– Curtain principle 
– Mirror principle 
But no one promised magic wands 
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The ‘Curtain’ Principle 

• Hopefully that is not the migrating lawyer hiding behind 
this curtain… 
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The Mirror Principle - a true 
reflection of title 

Hopefully not this … But rather this… 
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Today’s Environment 

• The more things change, the more they 
are the same. 
– What would I have done in the old world? 
– We still have to defend our opinion (CLE) 
– Still have due diligence to carry out 
– Review of parcel register and enabling 

instruments within that parcel register 
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Certificate of Legal Effect 

• Everything in a parcel register is there 
because a lawyer has exercised 
professional judgment that it is appropriate 
to be there and is in compliance with 
professional standards; 

• Ask ourselves - what would we have 
advised our client about the title in the old 
world? 
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Summary Points 

• Are all known interests reflected, where 
possible, in the parcel register? (s. 20, 37) 

• Has information been reviewed with clients (title, 
POL) to assist in confirming the state of title? 

• Obligation to defend opinion (both CLE, AFR) 
• Due diligence required on revision (review of 

parcel register, enabling, match assessment) 
• Obligation to correct errors or omissions (Reg 

22) 
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Lawyers are “registrars” - 
Bricks and mortar of system integrity 
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What is on tap for this morning? 

• Update from the RG’s office- what is new? 
• Update from the RG’s office in New 

Brunswick- how is their system working? 
• Access categories changing 
• Information from owners- what can we 

get? Time to revisit? 
• Removal of Interest by Operation of Law 
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